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Dry Weather Hastens, 

Complicates Harvest 
Scarce to nonexistent rains and soaring temperatures helped 

dry down fields and open them to harvest, but the effect may 

have been excessive, according to Cheryl Turner, Ohio 

State Statistician for the USDA’s National Agricultural 

Statistics Service. What little rain did fall was confined to 

the northeastern part of the state. There were 6.8 days 

available for fieldwork for the week ending October 1, 

2017. The average moisture content of soybeans harvested 

was 12 percent, but had fallen much lower in some areas. 

Some growers decided to wait until rain could add some 

moisture back before harvest. Other growers proceeded 

with harvest, taking measures to minimize shattering and 

splits. There were multiple reports of combine fires, 

underscoring the challenges of what has become a very dry 

season.  Despite the challenges, many are reporting better 

than expected yields. Moisture content of corn harvested 

over the week, at 22 percent, remained fairly high. Harvest 

progress estimates indicate that the focus has been on 

soybeans. In either case, the wide variation in maturity for 

both crops also pose a challenge to the timing of harvest 

operations this year. Wheat planting continued with many 

growers opting to “dust in” the crop. Pasture conditions 

continued to decline, and some livestock operations have 

gone to feeding hay. 

 

 

Soil Moisture: Week Ending 10/01/17 

Item 
Very 

short 
Short Adequate Surplus 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

Topsoil moisture ..............  

Subsoil moisture ..............  
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Crop Progress : Week Ending 10/01/17 

Crop/Activity 

Percent Completed 

This 

week 

Last 

week 

Last 

year 

5 Year 

Average 

Days Suitable for Fieldwork ..  

 

Corn Dented ...........................  

Corn Mature ...........................  

Corn Harvested for Grain ......  

Corn Harvested for Silage ......  

Soybeans Dropping Leaves....  

Soybeans Harvested ...............  

Winter Wheat Planted ............  

Alfalfa Hay 4th Cutting .........  

Other Hay 3rd Cutting ...........  

6.8 
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Crop Condition: Week Ending 10/01/17 

Crop 
Very 

poor 
Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

Corn .........................  

Soybeans  .................  

Pasture and Range ....  

2 

3 

3 

7 

10 

17 

29 

29 

34 

50 

48 

42 

12 

10 
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Weather Summary For Ohio [Great Lakes Region NASS] 

Based on NWS preliminary data 

 

For the Period:       September 25, 2017 

            To:         October 01, 2017 

 

                LAST WEEK WEATHER SUMMARY DATA|April 1, 2017 - October 01, 2017 

                                              | 

                  TEMPERATURE   PRECIPITATION |  PRECIPITATION  GDD BASE 50F 

                  -----------   ------------- |  -------------  ------------ 

STATION          HI  LO AVG DFN  TOTAL  DAYS  | TOTAL    DFN DYS TOTAL   DFN 

-------          --  --  --  --  -----   ---  | -----   ---- --- -----  ---- 

10_NORTHWEST 

Bryan_2SE        91  37  65  +7   0.00    0   | 21.87  +0.60  62  2784   +92 

Defiance_AP      90  37  65  +5   0.00    0   | 23.48  +2.37  65  2722  -118 

Defiance_Power_  91  41  67  +7   0.02    1   | 22.88  +1.77  67  2968  +128 

Findlay_AP       91  41  68  +9   0.00    0   | 25.64  +4.26  62  3143  +442 

Lima_AP          91  39  66  +5   0.00    0   | 25.69  +3.51  72  2911   +14 

Pandora          91  41  66  +7   0.00    0   | 24.27  +2.87  64  3026  +289 

Paulding         92  41  66  +8   0.00    0   | 27.73  +7.60  68  2958  +420 

Toledo_AP        91  37  67  +8   0.00    0   | 21.03  +1.96  66  2797   +75 

Toledo_Metcalf   91  39  68  +5   0.00    0   | 19.01  +0.14  65  3077  -360 

Van_Wert_1S      91  39  67  +7   0.00    0   | 27.29  +5.35  53  2977  +106 

Wauseon_WTP      91  37  66  +8   0.04    1   | 20.52  -0.17  62  2774  +194 

20_NORTH_CENTRAL 

Bucyrus_Ag       89  41  64  +6   0.00    0   | 22.77  -0.52  65  2774  +194 

Elyria_AP        90  36  65  +7   0.01    1   | 22.10  +0.86  72  2712  +203 

Fremont_City     93  41  66  +7   0.00    0   | 24.64  +3.23  62  2946  +185 

Mansfield_AP     90  37  66  +8   0.00    0   | 27.28  +1.85  72  2876  +417 

Norwalk_WWTP     92  37  67  +8   0.00    0   | 21.85  -0.38  69  3008  +421 

30_NORTHEAST 

Akron_Canton_AP  93  39  68 +10   0.01    1   | 23.62  +1.55  67  3111  +536 

Ashtabula_AP     90  33  65  +8   0.06    1   | 14.96  -9.45  67  2544  +332 

Chardon          89  39  66 +10   0.06    1   | 28.63  +2.98  80  2486  +363 

Cleveland_AP     93  39  69 +10   0.00    0   | 21.51  -0.32  67  3294  +721 

Mosquito_Creek_  90  36  66  +9   0.14    1   | 24.15  +1.59  71  2552  +244 

Stow_4SE         89  38  65  +5   0.04    1   | 21.85  +1.07  60  2649  -293 

Wayne_County_AP  90  32  63  +5   0.00    0   | 20.10  -2.76  59  2671  +124 

Wooster_Exp_Stn  91  32  64  +6   0.00    0   | 22.94  +0.08  56  2806  +259 

40_WEST_CENTRAL 

Bellefontaine    89  41  66  +6   0.00    0   | 27.77  +5.77  68  2866  +115 

Huntsville       92  41  67  +7   0.00    0   | 25.70  +3.70  72  2983  +232 

New_Carlisle     93  42  67  +7   0.00    0   | 27.61  +4.81  74  3119  +270 

Sidney_1S        92  39  66  +7   0.00    0   | 24.52  +1.74  66  2940  +220 

Springfield_2    91  45  69  +9   0.00    0   | 28.65  +5.85  72  3175  +326 

Urbana           89  41  65  +6   0.00    0   | 28.03  +4.03  67  2917   +87 

Versailles       89  41  64  +5   0.00    0   | 27.48  +4.70  74  2649   -71 

Wapakoneta_AP    89  39  66  +5   0.00    0   | 25.45  +3.53 103  2907   -8 

50_CENTRAL 

Centerburg_2SE   90  40  66  +8   0.00    0   | 20.73  -3.36  73  2833  +209 

Circleville_Ag   92  42  69  +8   0.00    0   | 27.30  +4.54  58  3339  +299 

Columbus_AP      91  44  70  +8   0.00    0   | 26.77  +4.24  61  3381  +208 

Delaware_AP      89  41  66  +7   0.00    0   | 21.70  -0.66  90  2874  +129 

Fredericktown_4  89  41  67 +10   0.00    0   | 27.74  +4.24  69  2929  +521 

Galion_Wtr_Wks   90  41  66  +8   0.00    0   | 25.56  +2.71  60  2846  +412 

Lancaster/Fairf  91  34  65  +5   0.00    0   | 27.20  +5.86  61  3089  +289 

London Fish Hat  88  41  65  +6   0.00    0   | 32.14  +9.93  65  2728   -14 

Marion_AP        91  37  66  +7   0.00    0   | 22.33  -1.03  61  2949  +275 

Marysville_OH_A  90  35  66  +6   0.00    0   | 18.69  -3.11  76  2904   -16 

Newark_AP        90  37  66  +7   0.00    0   | 23.79  -0.10  64  3040  +331 

Washington_Crt_  90  41  67  +5   0.00    0   | 27.31  +4.82  73  3026    -2 

60_EAST_CENTRAL 

Dennison_Water_  90  37  66  +8   0.00    0   | 24.89  +3.09  70  2928  +401 

New_Philadelphi  93  34  67  +9   0.01    1   | 22.93  -0.55  74  2991  +371 

Piedmont_Lake    89  39  66  +8   0.01    1   | 22.00  +0.20  84  2906  +379 

Steubenville     89  40  67  +7   0.07    1   | 24.28  +1.17  74  2990  +159 

70_SOUTHWEST 

Cheviot          89  45  69  +8   0.00    0   | 31.35  +6.76  66  3327  +203 

Cincinnati_Lunk  91  39  68  +5   0.00    0   | 23.72  +0.07  66  3330   -56 

Dayton_AP        89  42  67  +7   0.00    0   | 29.27  +6.93  72  3136  +171 

Dayton_Wright_B  89  42  68  +8   0.00    0   | 28.01  +5.79  71  3226  +232 

Fairfield        91  39  68  +6   0.00    0   | 26.30  +2.22  68  3335    +2 

Wilmington_3N    89  40  66  +6   0.00    0   | 25.36  +1.53  75  3012  +164 

Wright_Paterson  90  44  67  +4   0.00    0   | 24.82  +2.37  66  3195  -211 

80_SOUTH_CENTRAL 

Gallipolis       91  41  69  +7   0.00    0   | 19.75  -2.53  66  3455  +230 

Hillsboro        89  40  66  +5   0.00    0   | 26.16  +1.40  73  3057  +106 

Jackson_3NW      89  35  65  +5   0.00    0   | 23.03  +0.64  64  2799   -82 

Portsmouth       90  41  68  +7   0.00    0   | 23.72  +0.84  61  3474  +290 

South_Point      90  44  69  +8   0.00    0   | 27.92  +4.92  63  3560  +480 

Waterloo         90  36  66  +4   0.00    0   | 25.26  +3.01  68  3108   -63 

Waverly          92  39  68  +8   0.00    0   | 25.82  +3.29  54  3404  +406 

West_Union_6ENE  89  41  67  +5   0.00    0   | 23.79  -0.62  66  3318  +173 

90_SOUTHEAST 

Beverly_STP      90  42  68  +8   0.03    1   | 26.75  +1.90  78  3197  +327 

Cambridge        91  37  68  +7   0.00    0   | 23.12  +0.57  54  3126  +149 

Hannibal_Locks_  89  41  67  +7   0.00    0   | 25.40  +2.92  66  2907  +107 

New_Lexington_2  89  39  66  +8   0.00    0   | 29.27  +5.41  68  2815  +206 

Zanesville_AP    91  37  67  +7   0.02    1   | 21.50  -0.94  65  3097  +311 

 

DFN = Departure From Normal. 

Precipitation (rain or melted snow/ice) in inches. 

Air Temperatures in Degrees Fahrenheit. 


